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280.    In regard to lands of superior quality, the prevailing

rents were not more than five times  the
Inference.                assessment     and    consequently    few

applications were received in respect of such lands. As regards
lands of an inferior type, applications were received in large
numbers except in Songadh taluka where the people are too
backward to avail themselves of the benefits of the Act.

281.    The Act has had one important effect.   Superior

holders have themselves, in many cases,

Effects     of    the   voiuntarily fixed reasonable scales of rent

working of the Act.        baged Qn ^ provislons>    It may also be

noted that in a large proportion of cases, naib subas have fixed
rents with the consent of all parties.

3.   The Debt Conciliation Act

282.    The Debt Conciliation Act came into force from

9lh July 1936.   The primary object of

rTh? *      A *          the Act is to   reduce   the burden  of

conciliation Act.         agricultural indebtedness and to  effect

conciliation of agriculturists' debts amicably. The Act is
applicable to debtor agriculturists only, whose annual
agricultural income does not exceed Rs. 750 or those out of
whose total income of Rs. 750 the agricultural income is not
less than Rs. 500. The amount of debt for which conciliation
is sought should not be less than Rs. 100 and more than
Rs. 25,000. The Act is at present applied to certain selected
areas-Sankheda, Smor, Karjan and Mahuva talukas.

283.    The Debt Conciliation Boards set up under the Act

consist of a president with usually four
Constitution of the   members - two from the moneylender

Boards   ^T   their   class and two from the landholder class.

procedure.                  Tne vibhag naib suba works as president

of the Board. The Board meets once or
twice in a month according to the volume of work and
examines the accounts produced and attempts to compose
debts amicably. If both parties fail to come to a settlement,
the Board files the application. If the creditor refuses to
accept a settlement considered reasonable, a certificate is
issued to the debtor and the creditor loses his right to costs
and to interest exceeding 6 per cent m subsequent civil suits.
If the creditor fails to present himself or does not produce his
accounts within the given time, the debt becomes extinguished.